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EILT MER P (Bte==EaEEeRERRnRERE=F1)
A Little Gift to Myself (i%&)

| arrived in lida City. The cinema was a five-minute walk.
| had come to see Takarajima, a movie based on the events leading up to the U.S.
return of Okinawa to Japan. The history is compelling, and because my daughter

About an hour later,

has married into an Okinawan family, Okinawa has always felt personal to me.
| had expected to pay 1,800 yen, but it was Ladies’ Day: 1,300 yen, plus an extra 100 yen off for

seniors. Lucky me.

And then—-more luck. Nobody else came in.

When the movie ended,

| bought popcorn and a Coke and slipped into the theater as the lights dimmed.
| was the only person in the theater.
| walked back toward lida Station past the bars and izakayas. Some people

Kashikiri!!

had already had too much to drink, but | felt safe-an older woman walking alone at night. This is
Japan,
feel like a little gift to myself.

| thought-where even the slow local trains come on time, and even a simple afternoon out can
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